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Jenuary 2, 1950
Bet:hesa&; ﬁ&.

Dear dJenlie et al,,

e were all pleaged as couid be by the Christmas
presents you sent us, and will continue to be pleased as
.we pread on. O course daddy and mamma were wost delighted
by the distlonary, which we needed bsdly and never qulte
ol around to buying, what with this and that. It cerisl ne
ly 1is & good one, too; the best I3ve ever seen. Soxneday Ifm
golng to retire to a ccnvent or monkery of socme sort and
8i% down and read 1t from A 40 & note ¢on the type in vhich,
etec. I trded Lo read it tonight for a wzoment, but the boy
g¢limbed up on the chalr with me and deranded to know what
~an aardvark was, and so on. I shall begin "%he Miracle of
France" a3 scon as I've finished a book wWilliam gave me
{a history of 3pein) translated by a lady friend of ours
who wroks at the Department. 3ince we ars going to have her
over to dinner scon, I thought it would be prudent Lo read
her book beforehand, Now I have the dclishtfull¥ rign feele
ing of having plenty of bboks on hand, a0 I won't run out
of rezding matter for 2 long while. We¢ are both pleszsed with
“The Great Duffy", too, and the children seem to like it
alsv. I read it o Gci£ Melenay and Lawrence today, and they
were fascinated by all the things the Greal bLuffy could do,
in his dreams, at least, Willlem has already read it 90 timea.

Christazas went off well this year, but tihe effort
involved makes ms plad it comes but once a yesr. I thought
we wgould never stop writing Christmas carda, and every dGay
8 new batch czme in {rom people we hadn't sent ours to. I
thought for a moment of inserting an advertisement in the
Forelgn Dervice Joumal to the effesct that while we wished
everyone a Meryry chrlsimsas and & Happy New Yeer, we hoped
no one would take offénss if we had neglected to send hin or
her a card. - : ' _

: By the way, on his birihday L.J. said: . 'From now on,
Paddy and Mamma, ycu must osll me just Lawrence®, Yo, aince
the ukase baz gone out, ws will pbey., Don't ask.ze why he
didn't went to be Laurence John any more, but he doesn't.

o Ei&lia@ ls going awey on or about March 5, to visit ‘
his "territory® in Colomb i, Venezuels, and Eewdor. I wae
wisersbie Lo Lhink of being left for & month or more to ny
pwn sad and lonely devices, bub new 1t tums ocut that my father
and Helen will be coming back the middle of February and plan
to live in wWashingt, for twoe or three menths, so all is once
more well, Oh, how I wish, however, that I could hop on the
plane with William! If I only had a silverblu mink to hoski -

Our joint love to the small fry and yourselves, and
wmany thenks for the wopderful bocks,
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